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Tell Us the Tonnage Sttalrt
Tho scare caused for a few hours

fey a cable error la a London despatch
about tlio quantity ot shipping de-

stroyed by submarine Illustrates tho
state of mind of tbo American people
toward this very Important aspect of
(ho war. If a cable added a million
to the number of casualties In n bat-

tle or to the total of troops on a given
fr6nt the mistake would bo perceived
Immediately. But so little do most
Of us know about submarine warfare
that when the monthly lo$3 of tonnage
appeared In u message from London
ns 1,000,000 Instead of 000,000 It was
both, printed and talked'about as If It
were correct. The war under the sea
being now tbo war in Its most acute
and threatening shape, this slowness
of tho nation to grasp Us significance
Is deplorable aud even dangerous. But
It Is not entirely, It Is not, in our
judgment, even chiefly, the fault of
this nation that It does not yet clearly
understand the facts. The fault lies
In the main with those who have

put the facts clearly and
Intelligibly before us.

.The British Admiralty has for a
long tlnio published, not the amount
of tonnage lost weekly or fortnightly,
but only the number of ships de-
stroyed. To ninety-nin- e people out
of every hundred the numbers convey
no Information at all. Worse than
that J they positively mislead. Ves-eel- s

sunk are divided Into two classes,
over and under 1,600 tons. But tho
whole point Is here: How much are
they over 1,0007 Ingenious and pains-
taking persons of statistical bent oc-

cupy themselves in "estimating" what
tbo tonnage losses probably amount
to. They striko nn Average. Usually
it Is In the neighborhood of 4,500
jpns. They multiply the number of
(hips lost by that figure and trium-
phantly present to us the result.
Xot one newspaper reader In a hun-

dred sees that this is pure guesswork.
It has no moro real value than crys-

tal gazing or thought transference.
The ships sunk may be nil big' ships.
The submarine does Its best to get the
big ones, and too many of these lack
the speed which would give them a
good chance to escape. What we
want to know, what the American
people must be plainly told If they
are to" be roused to full comprehension
of the submarine peril, Is In exact fig-

ures the amount of tonnage destroyed.
When they know this the nature and
extent of the danger will be clear to
them. Tbey will see that it Is not a
.remote danger, not a danger menac-
ing others only, but a danger to them
selves, to the sons whom they are
sending across the ocean, to the suc-

cess of their armies, to the realiza-
tion of their nlnw In the war, Unless
this danger can bo met nnd diminished
every ship carrying United States
troops, every ship which is sent to
those troops with food, with munitions,
will run a serious and unnecessary
risk.

- The epithet "unnecessary" must be
emphasized. The submarine danger
can be diminished If we choose to take
It In hand vigorously in conjunction
with our allies. The ocean can be
made safer for our shipping. But np
evil can bo remedied until It Is
realized. Because the British Ad-

miralty does not publish losses In a
manner that con be understanded of
the people, this submarine evil has
not yet been realized. It Is at this
moment the one vltelly Important
aspect of the war. On land the Ger
mans' are everywhere at a standstill,
awaiting the blows which will crack
and rend their boa b ted militarism.
.00 final effort of the Ilohenzollern
militarist gang to escape this humilia
tion and to keep the German people
In bondage to their crazy and blood
thirsty ambitions is being made with
th,e torpedo and the submarine. This
Is an effort which can be countered
nnd brought" to confusion, but not

.U. f V , . . ..
inmuui uiruwiiig uu our strcngm
and Ingenuity into tbo fight. Wo shall
not be brought to the point of putting
up. that fight with the necessary vigor
until we are told just exactly what
the submarines ore doing.

Those who watch events closely
know that they are sinking some 000.- -
000 tons of British shipping every
month. They know that In addition
the destroy In each four
wwxs something like another 400,000
ions belonging to nllled nnd to neu-
tral countries. They know the Nor-
wegian mercantile marine hnn hvm
almost swept off the sea. But the
wws or people are still unaware of
the meaning ct what thev read nhur

nnrwe activity. They believe

vaguely thnt 'It isn't as bad ns it?
might be," or as bad as the Germans
hoped It would bev Tbey do not see
that tbey need bestir themselves and
stir up the Government to mora ener-
getic action. The way to make them
see this Is to bang the facts before
their eyes and force them to take
notice, to keep prodding them until
they are wldo nwnke. Lord Robert
Cecil, British Blockade Minister, told
the IIouso o( Commons on Friday
that "nil the nntl-U-bo- help we can
hnvo is needed nnd will help to bring
about more quickly a decisive peace."
.Tbo United States can give a great
deal of help ns.soon ns Its urgent ne
cessity Is brought homo to the Amer
ican people. Let the British Adm-
iralty discharge weekly Information
torpedo nt the American people. Then
tbey will know what to do.

Build the Air Fleet!
The Senate obeyed the demand of

enlightened public opinion on Satur-
day by passing without delay the bill
providing for the creation of an air
fleet adequate to crush the German
flying cervico and blind the armies of
the Kaiser.

It Is now the task of the executive
department to act with the same speed
In the manufacture of aircraft and
the training of pilots, observers and
gunners. Tbo pockctbook of the na-
tion has been opened; nil the money
that Is needed Is available, an unlim-
ited number of men are ready for
service, tbo Industries of tho country
are at the disposal of the Government
nnd tbo knowledge acquired by our
allies In three years of war Is at hand
to guide us.

The Congress has done admirably
In this vital project; the Executive
must not fall us.

Rainbows of Paternalism.
The Idealist will say of the plan

suggested by Mr. IIcnnrsT N. Fell
for automatic saving by American
wage earners that It does not go far
enough. The proposal that the em-

ployer turn over to the Government
5 per cent, of the earnings of tho d,

this to be held at interest
until the) worker Is 55 years of age or
older, only scratches the surface of
tho great things n paternal Govern-
ment might do for us. Why not go
further, the Idealist will say, than
Germany has gone? Wasting money
is not the only American weakness.

Bow about lost time? Many of us
are born last mlnutcrs, flinging our-
selves upon a task only when the sun
Is slipping rapidly down the western
toboggan of the sky. This Is as bad,
from the economic viewpoint, as fall-
ing to go to the savings bank after
supper every Monday. If the Gov-
ernment would only take 5 per cent,
of our time away and give it back
when we need it on vacation, say
it would help a lot. The method of
this reform bears debating. Perhaps
Undo Sam could extract an hour a
day from our time by an act of Con-
gress. Maybe a commission would do
It better. It Is possible that the Gov-

ernment might take n child when It
comes to the age of reason, which Is
7 years by some canons nnd 2 years
In adoring households, nnd convince
it by kind deception that It was al-

ready away behind In the business of
life. On the day when the citizen
came to believe that he was 00 the
Government would pop up, laughing
heartily, nnd tell him that he was
ouly 67 or so and thnt he had three
years to spend.

Mnn, postponer, Is always going to
mnke his will, to wrlto n short auto-
biography for his descendants, nnd to
take a course In Spanish. When he
dies Intestate tho family guesses how
old he was, nnd the only Spanish he
knows Is the word of his own weak-
ness, mnflnnn. Tho Government could
havo attended to all these details for
him as well as not.

Many men lack the courage of Initi-
ative. All their lives they look nt
menus without daring to order baked
Alaska. The Government should step
In nnd say, Stop this daily dessert
of rice pudding or apple pie and try
something different,. Eventually tho
conservative would find himself famil-
iar .with things he bad only won-
dered about before: one piece bathing
suits, second mortgages, Afghanistan
cigars, Bear Mountain excursions,
California sherry, Chicago, Turge-nlcf- f,

nuction bridge and marriage.
A good Government could take a

man who wastes bis evenings at home
playing with the dog and make of
blm by uknse a moving picture fa-

natic or a Kelly pool enthusiast. Many
wives would be delighted to see a
husband hnve to" choose either n four
net comedy drama or four months In
Atlanta prison.

A Government that could take our
procrastinating, unprepared, unsyste-
matic citizenry by the ears nnd com-

pel every man Jack of them to. own
an extra pair of shoestrings wuld be
the right sort, but that, of course,
were millennium.

Rationing Neutrals.
Neutral countries have manifested

much concern at tho prospect that
their food nnd other supplies from
this country may be cut off or fatally
reduced. A good deal has also been
said about the difficulty of determin-
ing how much of any article may bo
exported to such a country as Hol-
land or Sweden without affording n
surplus which oventually finds Its way
Into Germany,

The basic principle to be followed
by those charged with controlling
American exports would not seem to
be difficult cither to understand or to
put Into practice.

The starting point would seem to
be the neutral's importation from the
United 8tntes In 1018, the year pre-
ceding the war. The second consid-
eration is tho annual normal Increase
In this Importation for a .period of
perhaps ten yonw preccoRig. The

third consideration Is the present.
Inaccessibility of nny other usual
sources of supply.

Let us take, for Illustration, the
case of a neutral country, A, which In
1018 Imported from tho United States
100,000 tons of a particular metaV
Examination of A's imports of this
metal from tha United States shows
nn incrense of about 7 per cent, each
yenr over tho importation of tho year
preceding. Tho neutral will therefore
requlro from us In 1017 not 28 per
cent, moro of the metnl than she took
in 1013, but 81 per cent.

To resort to arithmetical averages
Is to neglect tho principle of growth.
It will not do, for example, to say
that because A's Imports of tho metal
hnvo doubled in the years 1004-1- 8

Inclusive sho requires 0,000 addi-
tional tons a year every yenr. That
would give her only 20 per cent, more
ot tho metal In 1017 than she took
In 1013.

But, cries A, we used also to get a
largo supply of this metal from B,
and this supply is now cut off by the
war. To this the United States may
reply:

"The burden of proof Is upon you.
Submit proof of your exact Importa-
tions from B In tho past and proof
that you now receive none of this
amount, or only a certain part of It.
If yon make out an affirmative case,
producing satisfactory evidence, we
will Increase your ration by the
amount necessary to replace the miss-
ing tonnage in so far ns our needs
and those of onr allies permit."

This broad principle Is subject to
endless modifications with regard to
each commodity nnd In respect of each
country. If A Is In a state of mobili-
zation, with many factories closed or

.working half time, she will probably
be unable to use for her own purposes
even her American ration. It Is neces-
sary also to consider how the metal
Is fabricated and to what use the
finished article Is put. Obviously It
must not be shipped to Germany,

The point that needs emphasis Is
that neutrals can be rationed by fol-

lowing a broad principle nnd that
the application of this principle will
insure against nny serious Injustice.
As for the determination of quantities.
It Is n purely statistical matter for
which there are available exact rec-
ords In every European country as
well as In our own.

Russia, as a "Federated Republic."
A despatch from Kiev soys that

Kebensky, the strong mnn of the new
Russia, In a speech to an assembly of
Ukrainians predicted that Russia will
become "a federated republic" with
a government modelled on that of the
United States of America.

That a republic can endure despite
differences of nationality perpetuated
In language and customs the Swiss
Federation strikingly shows. All
Swiss laws are still proclaimed In
German, French and Italian.

A federated republic will be n
happy solution for Russia, particu-
larly If tt will avert dismemberment.
Could not nnd would not Finland con-

sent to become n Stato In a Russian
Federation? Might not even Poland
desire to belong to It?

In the German Empire are over
two dozen free cities, kingdoms, duke-
doms and what not, unequally yoked
together under the overlordshlp of
Prussia. The fact that they are one
race speaking one language, with a
common literature, hlstorlcnl back-
ground and tradition, has made the
thing workable ; it will never be past
danger of breakup until the Prussian
predominance has been overthrown,
the States are equals and the whole
political structure stands reformed
Into a representative and responsible
government.

But a Russian Federation would
Involve a pledge of absolute State
equality from the Htart, and would
necessarily postulato representative
government of, fry nnd for all the
peoples In It.

Not only would n successful Rus-sln- n

Federation probably hold Fin-
land and possibly recruit Poland, but
It would be a perpetual menace on the
Hapsburg flank. All the Slavs of
Austria would look yearnlng'y over
the border. Either they would see
to Join the Russian Federation or
Slav Federation ns it might more ac-

curately be christened or they would
seek to convert the Dual Monarchy
into a similar union of free States
and free men. What a stroke for de-

mocracy either result would be t

College Athletics In War Time.
A large proportion of the most

prominent college athletes In the coun-
try have entered the military or naval
service of the United States ; aud the
question has iarlsen how far It Is
wise or expedient to attempt to keep
up competitive Intercollegiate sports
during the contlnuanco of the war.
Those Institutions which have here-
tofore maintained n high record In
football or baseball, but have now lost
their star players, aro naturally re-

luctant to run tho risk of defeut with
Inferior men. On the other Sand, the
general abandonment of college sports
will Inevitably result In n deteriora-
tion In tbo manliness ot American
youth. This would be grave evil
and must 1e avoided.

One thing la certain: tho colleges
and universities are not going to shut
up In consequence of the war. Thou-
sands of young men will continue to
seek education at these Institutions
and their physical condition should
be promoted there as well as the ac-

quisition of knowledge. This can best
be done by encouraging the studonts
to participate In every form of ath-
letic sport In which tho young Ameri-
can takes nn Interest; and no better
way of arousing and preserving such
Interest has ever been devised than
competition with other colleges and
universities. Tho main purpose, of
course, should be to make each indi
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vidual ns much of n mnn ns ixslhlo.
Hence those sports should bo sneclnlly
encouraged which will prove attrnc-tlv- o

to the largest number of men nnd
Jead them to participate therein. Ex-
perience has demonstrated, however,
that the Inccntlvo of 'competition with
other Institutions Is essential to the
highest and moat useful development
of college athletics.

It seems to us that tho duty of
those who control student activities
In this field of endeavor Is perfectly
clear. They should sco to tt thnt
ovcry form ot collego sport continues
to be practised which Is In any wise
conducive to the production of the
type of college athletes who have
hastened to the colors.

Our colleges nnd universities can-
not produce too many men of this
sort. Tho athletic dlsclpllno that
made them' will make others like
them; and that Is Just what the na-

tion wants.
College athletics must not be aban-

doned even In war time.

All the idle men in Blsbce, Ariz.,
are to be classed with vagrants and
locked up. The Industrial Workers of
the World will regard this as the worst
blow yet struck by despotism against
freedom.

Crown Prince again beaten. Do-patc- h,

rom the front.
This heroic son of Mars ought to

be familiar with the process by this
time.

The Tottitche Zcitung has Informed
Its readers that women are being en-
listed as soldiers here "to maintain
order all over the country." Wo had
not heard of this, but tf the women
set out to do that Job we havo no
doubt they would succeed. Fortunate
It is for the Prussian soldiery that
we Intend to send against them noth-
ing more formidable than the Ladles
from Hell.

The strength of the public affection
and respect for Mr. Edison Is demon-
strated by tho fact that they survive
the announcement of his perfection
of a talking machine that projects
sound for 250 yards.

PcnsiiiNa'a forces enjoy champagne.
Newppaper headline.

Spread the news that champagne
Is attainable by the soldiers In France
and there will be a rush of volunteers
that will make the selective draft un-
necessary.

Chancellor Michaklis knows ns little
of the United States as the Prussian
military leaders and diplomats knew of
England before the war. In David
Lloyd George's opinion. Tho educa-
tion of the junker Is In progress and
will be completed regardless of the
cost, but the world cannot afford to
let another crew so benighted play
with firearms In the future.

Government warning of poison In
plasters advises public against use ot
such remedies; samples belne analyzed
for germs. Newtpaper headline.

The Department of Justice Is not
Inclined to give credit to the report
that Prussian agents are seeking to
poison civilians by distributing germ
charged court plaster, yet Prussia has
built herself a reputation for ruthless
villainy thnt makes her suspect. The
whole world knows that If she has
not done this thing she is entirely
capable of it.

"THE SUN" ACCEPTS THESE
CONGRATULATIONS.

And It is Glad to Have Done Well a
Bit of Its Bit.

To the Editor or Thb Sun Sir: Per-
mit me to congratulate you on being the
only New York newspaper published this
morning- - which gives the draft num-
bers In any fashion of practical utility
to a registrant of this city and accom-
panies them with accurate Instructions.

li,.LT!i M. AnKUsit.
New York, July 21.

THE TAX ON SALES.

A Civil War Levy Which Might Work
Better Than a Tax on Profits.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir.-- An
Important source of revenue daring the
civil war was a tax on sales.

The practice was to add the tax In
full to each bill, thus passing the tax
on to the consumer direct. It worked
well. I, as a junior clerk, was charged
with the duty of compiling the reports
made monthly to the Collector of In-

ternal Revenue for one district, pay-
ments being made mohthly.

It Is not recalled that any objection
was made to the method, and when the
tax was repealed the consumer was In-

stantly benefited. '
The method does not seem to have,

so far, received serious consideration,
and yet why not? No new macblnery
la needed and little If any additional ex-
pense la involved either to the Govern-
ment or to the taxpayer. You have no
army ot expert accountants wrestling
with disputes as to what are profits
and what not.

A steel maker before the war bought
"meltlnor srrnn" arnnrM tin m nn .

I have recently bought for delivery In. ... . A
unit iuricr at too h ion gross. I

Plr Iron has Jumped from M4 to S50 I

and $55.
Ferromanganese, before the war HO

to US, now commands anywhere from
S37S to S25.

What obstacle to trade would .i tax of
1 per cent, upon sales be to a purchaser?

Experts with a knowledge of the bus!-ne- ss

of the country can lay before the
Congress illustrative ngures showing the
magnificent revenue available, and tha
tax would be so distributed that the
ultimate consumer would never notice
tt. By "ultimate consumer" la here
meant the Individual. He who wishes
to avoid the tax has only to refrain
from buying. ,

I havo not at hand any statistics
showing tha annual total of sales of the
country, but assume that It amounts to
00,000.000,000. If It does a tax ot
1 per cent, would produce SSOO.000,000.

Leave, profits beyond dividends for the
liquidation of capital borrowings, for
extensions and the development of im-
proved processes; purposes to which ex-
cess profits. In truth, always go, A
violation of the economic principle

here Is the last resource of
which Die (axing power should avail
Itself. Jiec,

Pittsburg, Pa., July si.

Ves.
To tiis Rnrros or Tin Bus Sir: Csn

an American cltlun of German dtscsnt
Join th American R4 Cross for servleor

Nsw Toax, Vifty 2U Bupia.

DIVERSIFICATION IS VEXA'
TION.

Mr. Motto had one. It was summed
up in tho word "Diversify I" He Is

rather a serious soul, so that his
frivolous acquaintances love to greet
htm with: "Wotto, Motto!" Or else
they ask htm if he has been framed
yet. But Motto has mver been the
victim of any worse conspiracies than
his own earnestness hatches.

Diversification made a mighty im-
pression upon him in 1914. At that
time a second cousin, owning and oper-
ating a cotton plantation in tho Bouth,
had been nearly ruined by fidelity to
a single crop. Cotton is king, and
kings have a way of abdicating on
short notice. Tho price of this king
dropped tt 3 per cent., and the sec-

ond cousin had to come North to get
enough money to live on.

Motto opened his safe to help him,
and at the same time showed him cer-
tain shares of stock and bonds. They
represonted Motto's savings. There
were not many of them, but the range
was wide. A mine, a car foundry,
steel works, textile manufacturing, a
railway, the credit of a municipality
and a real estate enterprise were rep-
resented. The second cousin was Im-

pressed. He went home and raised
something to cat as well as to wear.

When the United State went to war
Motto resolved to become a tetter unit
of thrift. Pursuing his policy ot di-

versification he bought several sheep,
a cow, two horses and a number of
goats. He already had hens.

Within three months one of his
horses has run away with him twice
and the other has been taken by his
oldest son for cavalry use. although
Motto insists he has read that cavalry
will be used abroad dismounted. The
cow died apparently a natural death.
The sheep were poisoned by grazing in
unfavorable places. The goats have
caused trouble with the neighbors,
mainly because of their unbridled ap-

petite, but in one instance by reason
of outrages to a neutral.

Surveying tho wreckage of his hopes,
Motto Is glad that he did not invest In
a. few choice bulls and bears.

NOTICE TO KNITTERS.

Here Are the Particulars of Just
What Our Sailor Boys Want.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir Re-

plying to your many readers who seem
to be In a quandary as to whether or
not knitted garments are wanted or
really worn by the men In the navy
we would like to submit the following
letter for their Information :

UXITW ST1TSS NATT RlCSCITIXO SllTICS.

orricc or
Recscitixo I.NsrtcTos. EisTtax riTiiox.

S23.2:7 WtsT FoETi-StcOK- D STtrrr.
Nsw Yoik.

itrt. Hirbirt L. SatUrlte. CSatrtHan. Cem- -
' font Committee, .Vary League, Set

Fifth Avenue, New York:
Dsta Mas. 8irriiLir: I with to thank

you and commend the highly efflclent ser-
vices you, ladles are performing in looking
after the comfort of tha men of the navy.
The malerlRl good you are doing I: highly
appreciated by th men ot tho niry, par-
ticularly In the matter ot bodily coverlnr.
A wool made aireater Is certslnly'a com-
forting companion: heavy aocke. mufflers
and such Ilk ar no leu deilrabl during
the rigors ot a stormy watch at aea In tbe
winter time. I can tell you thl" from
personal eiperlence.

It haa been called to my attention that
certain people ar Hating that men ot th
navy do not want then article. I fall
to And any caas where they are not highly
appreciated, and the men usually aek for
more than one of such articles of apparel.

Tours very truly,
John Qstnr,

Lieutenant-Commande- r, U. S. Navy, Re-

cruiting Inspector, Eailern Dlvlalon.
There are many rumors circulating

that we would like to refute and ex-

plain,
We are Informed by very authorita-

tive source that many of the volunteers
have come from small towns and vil-
lages from all parts of the Unite'! States
with merely the clothes they have on
their barks and In some Instances It Is
just within tho amount that 'he law
demands. The knitted garments arc not
only wanted but desperately needed, to
help complete the outfits furnished by
the Navy Department.

Gray Mufflers vs. Blue Mufflers: There
are many questions and much argument
aa to why the change has been made.
We wish to announce that principally
for tho take of uniformity the navy
declded on gray; undoubtedly the dye
situation ot to-d- had much to do with
it. Blue mufflers will be accepted, but
the gray are preferred. According to
Dame Rumor the mufflers were changed
from blue to gray because they were
poisoning and killing the men.

Helmets vs. Mufflers; lielnifts are
preferred from those who are able to
knit them. Not because mufflers are "not
wanted or worn," and not because they
are used to "polish the brasses" or to
"clean the guns," but for the simple
reason that hundreds of school children
are making the mufflers, and If those
who are able will knit the helmets we
can All the sets,

Knitted Helmets vs. Flannel Helmets:
We are not substituting, nor do we In-

tend to substitute, flannel helmets for
knitted helmets. The flannel helmets
will not be received by the Navy De-
partment.

Socks: There can be no doubt or
question as to which is the better, the
hand knitted sock or the machine made
sock. We are told by officers who have
returned from the trenches that the life
ot a macIllnB mado kock is ten hours
and the life of a linnri made sock Ave

nu '"'""i longer, ine nana
made sock can be mended. The machine
made sock must be thrown away.

Hand Made Garments vs. Machine
Made Uarmcntsr Take nny woman in
any shop and give her a choice of n
hand made garment or a machine made
garment tt would 6s futile to try to
palm off the machine made garment
upon her. Hand made- - garments are
moro durable, warmer, better quality,
In fact better In every reepect.

Fee: Dame Rumor has nlan circu-
lated that we are asking each sailor
$4 for the sets. This statement Is ab-
solutely false. We aro glvlnjr these
garments gratis. During tho put nve
days we have given 2,818 articles to
commanders who have applied here di-

rect. To date we have sent out from
these headquarters 28,574 articles. These
garments have cost the Government or
the boys who received them absolutely
'nothing. ,

Free Wool: $242.50 worth of wool
was distributed free Wednesday Free
Wool Day to those who aro willing to
"do their bit," but ara unable to pur-
chase. This exhausted our froe wool
fund. To date we have dlxlrlhuted

13,956. 60 worth of wool freo. Dona-
tions are earnestly requested for this
fund in order that wa may carry on this
particular branch of our work.

Louisa Pierpont Sattkrice,
Chairman, Comforts Committer, Navy

League,
Nsw York, July $1

SOME POOR TEAM WORK.

Hit Only In Shipbuilding bat la
Profits and Taxation Schemes.

To th Editor or The Buk Sir; H
Is perfectly evident that w cannot suc-

ceed lit the glgantlo undertaking we

have entered upon without team work
on th part ot all the activities and
agencies involved. Needless to say In
most Important directions we are not
getting It. The two men charged with
the vital and pressing duty ot giving
us ships are openly by the ears, pre-

venting any progress, and ths man at
the top does nothing to remedy the
situation, though clothed with full
power. How long would the executive
of a corporation permit such a state ot
things to continue?

Another direction In which team work
Is painfully lacking Is the method of
raising revenue and the control ot
prices. Congress has enacted a law
under which a very large proportion of
revenue for war purposes will be drawn
from excess profits and from
Incomes.

Thereupon the President Issues a
proclamation to the effect that profits
and Income must be cut to the bone.
Where In that case will the revenue
come from? Why not encourage every
one to make all the profit he can
legitimately and tax the Income?

That would reassure and promote
business, which Is beginning to show
signs of uncertainty and bewilderment,
which If continued much longer will
have serious results. Team Work.

Wiluamstown, Mass.. July 21.

THE SOFT COAL CASES. J

A Waste of Time and Money the Tax-
payers Should Not Ignore.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: It
stems to me that some Invaluable mis-
sionary work could be accomplished If
the reading and thinking public would
take time thoroughly to digest and
realize the useless expense which has
been thrown upon the poor, long suffer-
ing public by the Government's suit
against the soft coal concerns, operators
and agents.

The pernicious activities of the vari-
ous Government ofllclals and commis-
sions have reached proportions where It
seems to me that some action must be
taken for their removal 'or some re-

straint put upon their activities. The
cost ot this trial in counsel fees alone
Is estimated at about S7S0.000, which
Is a reasonable charge considering the
work involved. Besides this the loss of
time in travel, attendance at hearings,
compilation of useless Information,
withdrawal from activities at the mines
and collieries of the owners, operators
and officials when the need of the
greatest possible production Is para-
mount, will undoubtedly Involve an
additional expense equivalent to that
of the counsel fees. This entire amount
will and should be added to the cost
of coal consumed by the public.

The people at large are now making and
will be compelled to make a great many
sacrifices In order to carry on neces-
sary and legitimate expenses which the
Government must Incur In carrying on
the war and continuing Its own useful
work, and a start must be made some-
where In curbing useless activities.

Charles T. Ellis.
New York, July 21.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES.

A High School Graduate Comes to
Their Defence.

To the Editor of The Sun Sir: I
have Just graduated from a high school
and wish to express my views In regard
to the assembly exercises.

During the latter part of the school
year we had three assemblies a week.
Those occurred on Monday. Wednesday
and Friday. I can safely say that on
Monday and Wednesday the scholars
never got the chance of being bored, as
the minutes were very precious to our
professor. On Friday we had our spe-
cial assembly with the school orchestra.
Now, every one takes a great Interest
In the school musicians, and therefore
If we did not have assembly the whole
school would be at n, losr.

I cannot agreo with Mr. IVormser,
whose letter I am answering, that he
can recall tho haled assemblies which
he had to sit through. The brief morn-
ing exercises were always an inspiration
to me. I shall nlways remember how
enthusiastically we used to sing our
school song, "The Yellow and the Blue."

There Is nothing else In n student's
high school life which hps more to do
with patriotism than the assembly. The
salute to the flag, the singing of "Amer-
ica" and "The Star Spangled Banner,"
the patriotic quotation;, all served to
waken tho true patriotism of tho school
bod v.

Because of these reasons I think that
If assembly wns done away with the
work of the school would be lowered.

Maroaret Caueron Latman.
Newbi'rqh, July 21.

GOVERNMENT INERTIA.

It Does Not Adjust Its Practice to
the Needs of the Hour,

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; The
majority of clerical positions In the Fed-
eral, State and municipal service under
civil service rules are limited to males
from 11 to 35 and In some instances to
45 years of age.

Would It not be well for the nation,
which la now at war and requires the
services of as many able bodied young
men as can be procured for fighting'
machines, to suspend, at least for the
duration of the war, the ago limit In!
civil service positions and thereby mako
It posslblo for men of 45 years and over
to do this work? I

Uven tor a Foder.il position for ac-- j

rountaht (Civil Service application No. I

1,212). although the demand for this
work Is a direct result of the war, the
age limit has been set at 45 years. Why
are men ot 46 years and over not as
well or perhaps even better qualified to
perform this work and give the younger
men of 23 years up to 35 years a chance
to help their country by enlisting in the
army, or any other branch of tha mill-tar- y

service? Max Tahl.
New York, July 21.

Friday tho Thirteenth.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; You

speak of the Krlstlanlatjord disaster as
"a singular wreck."

What is singular about this event?
The ship tailed on Friday tho thirteenth.
Did not that circumstance warrant an
eventful vojage? TnArrici Manaoer.

URirxitroRT, conn.. July 21.

Immortals on Tour.
from the Marquette Journal.

Mr. and Mrs. Tellus Yell of Fond du
Lac. Wis., who spent tha Fourth with Mr.
and Mr. Joaeph Tryor of Michigan street,
hav departed fer their home, making th
rlp ty auto.

THE PART OF THE SAVINGS BANKS
IN FINANCING THE WAR.

Their Deposits and the Use lo

Examined by a

How can the, mutual savings banks
ot New York State nnd the savings
Institutions of the country best pro-

mote tho Interests of the Government
of tho United States Inthis trying
time?

Th Sun of July 20, under the head
of "War Thrift Urged for Wage
Earners," gives an account of a
meeting held last Thursday by rep-

resentatives of the Eastern Federal
Reserve districts nt 50 Wall street, at
which It appears that "Basil P.
Dlackctt of the British Treasury told
the bankers and business men who at-

tended the conference of the methods
employed by his country In borrowing
the funds of small investors cheaply
and effectively."

C. B. Keene, director of the United
States postal savings bank, expressed
the opinion that "the postal savings
banks would be of great aid In the
proposed campaign here."

Mr. Blackett explained that 35,000
war savings associations of Great
Britain issue certificates at a flat rate
of 15s. 6d., which at the end of twelve
months can be cashed at 15s. 8d., and
thereafter the cash value Increases at
the rate of a penny a month until at
the end of five years they can be
cashed to bring the holder a rate
of more than 5 per cent, compound
Interest.

Further, that on January 1, 1916, the
restrictions as to what any one depos-
itor could deposit In the post office or
savings banks were removed. In the
year 1916 the rato of deposit increased
to $8,000,000 a week. In January and
February, 1917, Including post office
subscriptions to the 5 per cent, war
loan, and allowing for withdrawals
from the savings banks, the total
subscriptions of the smalt Investors
were at least 40,000,000 'net. Small
Investors, which Included war savings
clubs, had Invested at the close of
1916 In the Government 118,179,000.
War savings associations subscribed

of that amount, since
which they have reached to one-fift- h

of such subscriptions.
Mr. Keene, director of the postal

OUR BOYS IN FRANCE.
Maybe They Will Show Europeans

the Other Side of Us.
To the Editor or The Sun Sir; The

despatch printed In The Sun describing
the activities ot our American troops
in France was to me most Interesting
and suggestive.

Among other things we read that our
first detachment of American soldiers
who are hardening up behind the battle
lines are being very closely and Inter-
estedly observed by the peoplo of France.
Their fondness for drinking water, the
character of their music played at the
evening concerts, and their manly ap-
pearance and powers of endurance are
all provoking delighted comment and
some suiprlse.

We have known, of course, that we
were different in "some respects from
the countries from which we were de-

rived, and we took It for granted that
our peculiarities, were known to thoe
of Europe who commented on us and
described us.

Americans have travelled a good deal
around Europe: to a greater extent
possibly than Europeans have travelled
here but It Is possible, nevertheless,
that we have not shown to the best
advantage as travellers. Perhaps the
American tourist is the means by
which the American commonwealth and
the American army have been esti-
mated abroad. We are not eminent as
colonisers, nor have we often placed
a considerable number of our citizens
on foreign soli until this time. Such an
event Is necessary to carrying our tradi-
tions, our habits and our characteristics
to a place where they will be observed.
An army of thousands of young men
will depend upon Itself more than
father, mother and daughter who are
doing the grand tour and trying not to
be too conspicuous as "Americans" In
Paris and Berlin.

We shall watch with Intense interest
the result of America's appearance
among the French and British. We
know that the well Informed of these
countries, and of our enemy's country,
have some esteem for our prosperity.
Our business ability has even caused
us to suffer some undeserved aspersions,
but we have smiled and attributed the
slur to a bit of jealousy. We have
been accused of "lack of breeding,"
meaning that by certain standards some
of our tourists have not qualified, bilt
we have smiled that off too, as among
ourselves we rather condemned the as-
pirant to European social honors.

But here Is a large group of young
men taken bodily from our soil too
young to care for social preferment, too
vital with their obligation to think of
money. What impression will these men
make among their brothers In arms?
These, and the men soon to follow,
drawn from a territory of nearly five
million square miles', speaking the same
language with almost no difference In
accent, singing the same songs, possess-
ing practically tho same habits, tastes
and appearance, what Impression will
they give of the American?

We are pleased to think of ourselves
aa a Christian nation, as a people of
high Ideals, of clean life and of daunt-
less courage. God grant that our sol-
diers exemplify this type and thut In our
war against autocrats, treaty violators
and pillagers of homes, they not only
carry terror to the hearts of our ene-
mies, but, among friend and foe. respect
for America. F. H. Denman.

New York, July 21.

Wcstwood Mediocre! No, Democratic.
Co the Editor or The Sun Sir; The

letter sinned "JuBtlce" should have beensigned "Blp Van Winkle."
"A town without a millionaire or a

pauper" (Improperly quoted) is taken
from an Erie booklet published in 1904,
entitled "Where to Live," and theproper quotation Is "The borough Is
without a millionaire and without a
pauper." and waa used to Indicate the
democratic Ideals of the residents of
Westwood, as the article In Its entirety
will demonstrate. A Hesident.

Westwood, N. J., July 21.

Kantan' t'nurersrul Trip,
r'lom lae Toptka Capital

Th Hon. J. K. Jarrll cam In yesterday
from a thru weak trip .through th
Southwet. The Hon. Mr. Jarrell's Jour-ne- y

waa lei productive than uaual. Hebrought home only two nw stories. Or-
dinarily Mr, Jarretl'. extended trips yield
'from twenty t thirty stone.

Which They Are Now Being rut
Competent Authority,

savings bank, Is to "lay before the Prt
Office Department, as well as th
Treasury, the details ot yesterday
Informal conference,"

A Now York State mutual salnti
bonk paying 4 per cent. Interest, com-
pounded at each period of six months,
would net the owner of a book having
an Initial deposit of 1100 about $121.81
at tho end ot five years, or (1.84 over
4 per cent, straight interest.

It should be noted that 4 per cent.
United States Government bonds are
Still quoted at 104 14, C per cent. United
Kingdom ot Great Britain bonds at
9SH.

The mutual savings banks of New
York State had total resources on
January 1, 1916, of about $2,140,000,000.

Of this amount about one-ha- lf is n.
vested In real estate mortgages, $1..
070,000,000; In round figures, In bonds
.of New York State, about $23,000,000;
In railroad mortgage bonds, 4353.600,.
000; In municipal bonds of this State,
$281,732,000; In other States bonds and
cities of other States, $189,000,000;
held In available funds in banks and
trust companies, $150,000,000.

All of this Investment is at present
serving In the best sense the Interest
of the United States Government, both
by reason of its part in underlying
the source of tho Government's most
stable revenues and affording all com-

merce and all Government sinews of
both peace and war. (

It Is to be presumed that Congress
and the President and his Cabinet will
not overlook the later conditions in
giving consideration to any scheme
for raising funds for war purposes
thrcigh which it may be proposed to
direct from their natural channels the
small streams which make up our
rivers of commerce, or offer high

Interest In the guise of thrift
inducements, to tear through the del-
icately constructed machinery whereby
the accumulation ot small savings, co-
nsisting of the dimes of school chi-
ldren and the dollars ot the wan
earner, are woven Into fabrics which
become a staple In many markets.

Allen W. Johnston,
Treasurer Schenectady Savings Bank,

Schenectady, N. Y July 21.

LO, THE BRAVE INDIAN.

One Canadian Redman's Vine Retort
In the Great War.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir Th

annual report of the Department of

Affairs of the Dominion of C'anadi
for the year 1916 contains the folloulr;
interesting references to the participa-

tion of Canadian Indiana In the war,

not only by means of personal service

but also by contributions to the arlous
war funds. It Is stated that: "Many

Indians have enlisted, and recently t
rlgnally successful recruiting campalin
has been conducted on the reserves In

Ontario; nearly one-ha- lf of the total
strength of the Fourteenth Battalion,
llaldlmancl nines, has been recruited
from the Indian reserves in eastern
Ontario. There are 65 Indian members
of the Fifty-secon- popularly known u
the Bull Moose Battalion. The llruci
Battalion has 65 Thdlans from the Ope
Croker reserve, whero the total male
population between the ages of 21 and
65 Is only t08. Eighty Indians were re-

cruited from the remote regions of th
Hudson's Bay district."

In all, about 1,200 Indians hae en-

listed, and of this number eight are
commissioned officers, one of whom.
Lieutenant Cameron D. Brant of the
Fourth Battalion, was killed at Yrre.t
His death is referred to in the follow-

ing brief but extremely suggests e
statement:

A notable demomtratlon nf the tradl
tlonal loyalty of a dlatlnculahed lndlil
family wu the death In action at l.anje
marck of Lieutenant Cameron D. Brant,

ho waa the flrit man from Brant lountf
to b killed at th front. The lata

Ilrant waa a
of th famoua Captain Joseph Ilrant h

rendered auch valuable service to tb
llrltlah came In 1776. Too other Until
descendants of this great chieftain, for
poral Albert W. L. Craln, Fourth Ba-
ttalion, First Brigade, and Private Nathan
Monture, were severely wounded at Tprei,

In continuation of this account (t i

said that: 'The Indians who hae con
to the front have displayed qualities
of courage, endurance and intelligence
that have placed them among the most
valuable members of the Caiwdian

Force. They ex.el
snarpshooters, and some of them ha
excellent tccords In this branch of tre
service. Tho Indian women haM) alto
given evidence of patriotism In a nan-ne- r

that reflects greatly to their credit.
thev knit anrVa nnH mnftt,-- . .ml ninlv

J various comforts for the holdlei and
take an active part In Hcd Orors
ties." Among the financial coiuribuiioni
tt Is ot special Interest to note one of
$1,000 made by the MetlakatU Jn.nans
to the Prince Itupert Bed Cross another
contribution of $1,000 by the vthlt
Bear band of Saskatchewan and si. I!

another of $1,000 by the DoM 1' dans
of Ontario. Other Indian bands offered
amounts from $100 to $200. whi "
declined In some cates by the depart-
ment because "the bands In question
could not afford the expenditure '

In view of this admirable re. ord of
patriotism and an ev-
idence of conformity to the standards "f
civilization on the part of Caiudlai In-

dians, it is gratifying lo be able t.. add
that they are not dying out. but hnprllr
more than holding their own

Frederick L. Hurt u am

Newark. N. J., July 21.

COCCHI.

Possibly From Cnrrhlnn a Ratrall
I .an titles Are Full or IUm-uIs- .

To the Editor or The si-- ''
Cocchl is likely the llnso for cu.--

which means rascal, or cocihln "

means blister. A rascally blister 'f '''
New York underworld? We expf ' au-

thority, If any, will not take a "
umsre for u Cocchl. "Mysterious .1

appearances have been the diurnal "i
nocturnal order of every me"--

'

ever since large cities have become h

rendezvous, habitat and cache -- f
manner of criminal and desen. t

flotsam and Jetsam. The police ,r
have bean unable rather than ii"
tent to cope .with the vicious i s
and aggression because a certau, , ti
of the limbs of the law hai ' nt
umbrage to, are coalesced with or l" "t
from the outlawed world. The iic4
may tell no tales, astral testimom If
ultraclrcumstantlal, but murder wi'l and
must out. J n R

fir, Louis, Mo., July 10.


